Below are the “Career Interview” questions.  You can edit this document and return it via email to profiles@careerzing.com
“CAREER INTERVIEW” QUESTIONS

Briefly describe your job.

How long have you been working in this field?

When and how did you decide to choose this career?

What education and training did you receive before entering your field?

How did you begin OR what was your first job in the field? 

Describe a typical day on the job?

What do you like most about what you do?

What has been the most rewarding experience so far in your career? 

What do you like least about your job?

What is the biggest challenge for you in this job?

What would you like to say to someone considering this career?

What are the most important personal and professional skills necessary to succeed in your field?

What would a person interested in entering this field have to do to get a good job in it?

What could someone who is interested in this field do to learn more about it right now?

Is there any general advice you would like to offer to students on making a career choice or on work life itself?
***************************************************************************

Below we provide you with tips on how to answer questions in the “Career Interview”.  Use this as a guideline as you provide your answers. 

CAREER INTERVIEW” QUESTIONS

Tips on answering questions
Briefly describe your job. 

In a few lines, tell us about what you do today –your title and purpose of your job.  

How long have you been working in this field?

You can give us how long you have been in your field altogether and then the time you have been in your current job and a quick history of your past jobs to give the students a feel for how you got to where you are today.

When and how did you decide to choose this career?

We hope that your answer will help students use their resources to make the best career decision.  Tell us how you went about making your career choice – was it accidental or did you go about it in a methodical way? Who or what inspired you to take the direction that you did?  

What education and training did you receive before entering your field?

Include college/university, trade schools, special training, and experience – anything that contributed to where you are today.

How did you begin OR What was your first job in the field? 

Even if your first job wasn’t completely related to what you do today, describe how you got started as a professional.

Describe a typical day on the job?

Briefly tell us about the kinds of activities you engage in.  Often it’s hard to describe what is “typical”.  In that case, tell us that too.

What do you like most about what you do?

Name the most enjoyable things about what you do.

What has been the most rewarding experience so far in your career? 

Describe one event that inspired you or created a lasting memory.

What do you like least about your job?

Everyone has qualities about their job that they don’t like.  Share something with the students to give them a realistic picture of what to expect.

What is the biggest challenge for you in this job?

What aspects of your job test your skills and knowledge the most? 

What would you like to say to someone considering this career?

This is an opportunity to tell students why you think this is a good career choice.  Tell them what you think your field has to offer, what the future holds in your field and/or what the demand is for others entering the field.  

What are the most important personal and professional skills necessary to succeed in your field?

What kind of person does it take to be successful in your field?  Your answer may help a student evaluate their own skills and interests and either further investigate it or look into alternative careers if they don’t see a fit for themselves.

What would a person interested in entering this field have to do to get a good job in it?

What kind of background (training, education, experience) in your opinion would be ideal for an entry level professional in your field?

What could someone who is interested in this field do to learn more about it right now?

Are there websites, periodicals, books, professional societies or other resources that could be researched to provide a realistic view of what it would be like to work in your field?  Is there someone students could talk with to get more information? Could they contact you if they want to ask questions about your experiences?

Is there any general advice you would like to offer to students on making a career choice or on work life itself?

Aside from your own experience in your job, is there anything you could offer the students regarding making a good career decision?  Can you offer anything that would inspire students as they begin their journey beyond High School?
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